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out of about eighteen thousand effectives—and caused great
suffering to the troops.
At this point, General Nixon's health, which had been most
indifferent for some weeks—since before the battle of Ctesi-
phon, in fact—completely broke down and he relinquished
the command of the Expedition. Thus, after a series of
brilliant successes, he passed out of the history of the campaign
to reappear later before the Commission appointed to enquire
into its failures and to shoulder practically the whole blame
for disaster which was due at least as much to the lack of
consistent policy from above as to errors of judgment on his
part.
He was succeeded by General Sir Percy Lake, who was at
that time Chief of the General Staff in India.
The Tigris Corps, was confronted by a strong and resolute
enemy occupying defensive positions at Ora and Sinn
—positions whose flanks rested on impassable obstacles, the
Suwaikiyeh marsh and the Tigris—but on the llth January,
the Turks somewhat inexplicably came out of these defences
and advanced to the line of the Wadi, where their position had
its left flank " in the air " in the open desert.
General Aylmer, who felt forced to make an early attempt
at General Townshend's relief, saw in the new situation an
opportunity to outmanoeuvre the enemy. Accordingly, on
the 13th he attacked the Turks, relying for success upon
the accurate movement and timing of three widely separated
columns. As it turned out, neither movement nor timing
went according to plan.	' '
The causes of the failure at the Wadi were various—amongst
them being the lack of effective means of inter-communication
and of maps, and the difficulty of recognising and locating
the exact position of troops in the open, featureless desert.
The result of the attack was that the 7th Division just failed
to envelope the enemy, who slipped away during the night
and retired to their position at Hanneh, where once again
their flanks were secured, without having been brought to
a decisive battle. The 7th Division lost over sixteen hundred
casualties in the operation.
The next day, the Division pushed forward to gain touch
with the enemy, but on that night heavy rain fell, the river
began to rise in flood, and for the next three days the
troops could not move forward at all. Meanwhile the enemy
went on strengthening his position.
General Townshend, having made a third estimate of has

